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Howdy! Mr. Jake Wightman, Extension Program Specialist, Editor 

The dog days of summer are fully underway, yet most of us have largely avoided any ridiculous heat. In fact, I 

can remember writing a piece in a previous issue about how we would be wishing for rain about this time of 

year. Of course we know this to be the exact opposite of our current reality; we are praying for the rain to stop 

in certain parts of the state.  

The Agricultural & Environmental Safety Unit is keeping our neighbors in the Texas Hill Country in our 

thoughts and prayers as they navigate the tragic circumstances of the devastating floods that occurred earlier 

this month.  

Upon sending out last month’s edition of The Pesticide Periodical, it had occurred to me that I had neglected to 

add a quote to the last page as I usually do. Perhaps you the reader had not noticed it before, but I like adding 

meaningful quotes at the end of each issue that provoke thought, relate to current events, or inspire the reader. 

My most recent quote (from May’s issue) was taken from J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings trilogy, “above 

all shadows rides the sun.” At the time, I had thought about it from a literal standpoint of passing rain showers 

giving way to sunshine, then ultimately framing spring’s beauty. Recent events in Texas have given this a 

whole new meaning for me, and more than likely many would share this sentiment.  

To compensate for my oversight in last month’s issue, I give you this: 

“Hardship often prepares an ordinary person for an extraordinary destiny.” - C.S. Lewis 

We hope you gain something from the hard work done by faculty and staff on this publication each month, and 

thank you for your continued support and words of encouragement.  

https://www-aes.tamu.edu/the-pesticide-periodical/


Upcoming Programs 

General Standards/

Technician Training 

 August 13th (Plano) 

 August 20th (Humble) 

Pest Category Training 

 August 19th (Humble) 

Landscape Maintenance 

Training 

 August 27th (Fort Worth) 

Current Events– NWS Update 

Miss Avery Brooks, AES Student Worker 

Five entry ports to the southern United States were planned to reopen 

as early as July 7, 2025, starting with Douglass, Arizona and ending 

with Laredo, Texas by September 25, 2025, but a new case of New 

World Screwworm was detected 370 miles south of the U.S./Mexico 

border in Ixhuatlan de Madero, Veracruz, Mexico. Due to the prox-

imity of this new case, USDA Secretary Rollins has ordered a closure 

of southern livestock entry ports effective immediately. Prior to the 

discovery of this new case, there had not been any notable increase in 

NWS numbers in Mexico nor any northward movement since the 

most recent closure on May 11, 2025.  As always, the updated Texas 

A&M AgriLife Extension NWS factsheet is found here. 

Pest Profile: Cockroaches Miss Avery Brooks, AES Student Worker 

Cockroaches can be found in many structural environments such as hotels, restaurants, supermarkets, private 

residences, apartments, cruise ships, railroad cars, warehouses, and even electronic devices like telephones, 

computers, and cash registers. The presence of cockroaches can be identified by their unpleasant odor, fecal 

pellets, and stained runways. Their bodies are designed for indoor life, and their flattened body shape allows 

them to enter homes and other structures through tight cracks and crevices. Although it seems that cockroaches 

out-live humans, they do not have any special biological features that allow them to reproduce faster or be re-

silient to starvation, drowning, and radiation. They are simply tenacious and tend to reappear in places where 

they have previously been eradicated. As a result of their tenacity, the likelihood of any major species of cock-

roaches appearing on the endangered species list is very low. There are 30 species of cockroaches in Texas, 

but only a few of these species are found in urban landscapes and within structures. These include the German 

cockroach, the Asian or Oriental cockroach, the American cockroach, and the smoky brown cockroach. The 

German cockroach is the most common structural roach in Texas and can be found indoors in kitchens, bath-

rooms, or any other locations that can provide food, shelter, and warmth. Asian cockroaches are typically 

found in lawns and leaf litter. American cockroaches inhabit sewers and enter homes for food and shelter. The 

smokey-brown cockroach is mainly active at night and can be found in car ports, garages, and on the exterior 

of homes. The Surinam cockroach and the Cuban cockroach are normally outdoor roach species and are not 

normally found in structures. The Surinam cockroach is a non-native species and is considered a burrowing 

species that enjoys spending its time in mulched flower beds and compost piles. The Cuban cockroach has a 

unique green color when mature and is active at night, generally attracted to porch lights. Even after many 

years of technological improvements and developments in pesticides, cockroaches continue to maintain their 

presence, especially in urban structures and metropolitan areas. Controlling the presence of cockroaches plays 

a key role in improving public health. To learn more about Texas cockroaches, join us at one of our Struc-

tural Pest Category 8-hour training courses or check out the Controlling Cockroaches in Texas Land-

scapes factsheet here.   
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Send Announcements to 

jacob.wightman@ag.tamu.edu 

For more information, call AES at 

(979)845-3849 

Pesticide licensing exams can 

be set up after gaining the ap-

proval of the Texas Depart-

ment of Agriculture. 

Once approved for testing, 

visit Metro Institute’s website 

here to create an account and 

schedule your exam at one of 

the testing locations featured 

in the graphic to the right. 

School’s Out!  

Mr. Jake Wightman, Extension Program Specialist, 

Editor 

Yes, it is the middle of July and school should be one 

of the last things on our minds right now, but I think it 

would still do well for us to consider what we can be 

on the lookout for as our kiddos get ready to go back 

next month. With everyone (and everything) at home 

for the summer, check out this resource page from the 

EPA on which pests to look for and where to look for 

them in the school setting. For our school IPM coordi-

nators, check out our IPM in Schools resource site with 

pest management plans.  

Lets all do our best to leave the pests at home this 

school year. Better yet, lets do our best to prevent them 

from being at home in the first place! 

AES Unit Staff 

Dr. Don Renchie 

Dr. Mark Matocha 

Mr. Jake Wightman 

Mrs. Tina VanHorn 

Mrs. Shelby Smith 

Miss Avery Brooks 

Miss Brooke Wanjura 

Miss Ava Fenton 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is an equal opportunity employer and program provider.  

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national 

origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 

and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.  

Office Phone (979)845-3849 

“Now water can flow, or it can crash. Be water, my friend.” 

-Bruce Lee 
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