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Staying Vigilant, Staying Compliant!  

Mr. Jake Wightman, Extension Program Specialist, Editor 

Normally, the introduction to our newsletter consists of me waxing poetic about the season, weather, and/or 

current event. However, this month I would like to remind you all of a useful tool that exists to keep applica-

tors out of tough situations. The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has been placing in-

creasing emphasis on implementing Endangered Species Act (ESA) mitigation strategies and new pesticide 

labeling language. Over the years this has resulted in what are called Pesticide Use Limitation Areas 

(PULAs). When using certain products, labels may direct you to check whether the area you are making an 

application on resides within a PULA, and in that case which mitigation strategies need to be employed if you 

are permitted to make an application at all. EPA hosts an online portal which uses geographical data, as well 

as pesticide registration information to tell applicators where products are limited on a nationwide scale.  

This online EPA resource is called “Bulletins Live! Two,” and you can access it here. I encourage you to go in 

and test it out. You’ll find an EPA tutorial on how to navigate the tool here, and an EPA webinar about Bulle-

tins Live! Two here. The burdens of compliance and staying up-to-date are on the applicator, and thus there 

are no excuses for farmers, ranchers, and PCOs to be out of the loop on this information. Stay vigilant, and 

stay compliant! 

General Standards/Technician 

Training 

• September 17 (Austin) 

• October 2 (Plano) 

20-Hour Structural Apprentice 

Training 

• September 23-25 (Bryan) 

 

8-Hour Structural Pest Category 

Training 

• September 26 (Bryan) 

• October 1 (Plano) 

8-Hour Landscape Maintenance 

Training 

• October 15 (Austin) 

 

8-Hour Vegetation Management 

Training 

• October 8 (Austin) 

https://www-aes.tamu.edu/the-pesticide-periodical/
https://www.epa.gov/endangered-species/bulletins-live-two-view-bulletins
https://www.epa.gov/endangered-species/bulletins-live-two-blt-tutorial
https://www.epa.gov/endangered-species/materials-november-2023-bulletins-live-two-webinar
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/general-standards-training-description/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/general-standards-training-description/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/apprentice-training-description/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/apprentice-training-description/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/pest-control-category-training/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/pest-control-category-training/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/ornamental-and-turf-category-training-description/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/ornamental-and-turf-category-training-description/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/right-of-way-category-training-description/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/right-of-way-category-training-description/


Hog-wild Pest Management  

Miss Avery Brooks, AES Student Worker 

On August 14, 2025, the United States Environmental Protection Agency released a 

mobile-friendly tool to help farmers implement and utilize EPA’s mitigation menu. 

EPA’s mitigation menu is used to help reduce pesticide exposure to non-target spe-

cies. This mobile tool can be referred to as the Pesticide App for Label Mitigations 

(PALM) and includes a spray drift and runoff calculator.  

PALM in use: Feral Hog Management; Label Interpretation in Feral Hog Management Products 

Feral hogs are prevalent throughout Texas and have caused an estimated $1.6 billion in damages, which in-

cludes direct crop loss, livestock loss due to predation, pastureland destruction, lost income due to planting 

changes, crop-related property damage, livestock infrastructure damage, and hog control costs. Damages in 

Texas are estimated at $871 million, which is more than half of the national loss. Feral hogs are present in and 

around 73% of Texas farms. How can Texas farmers and ranchers avoid devasting losses to their land, crops, 

livestock, and equipment?  

There are control products available for use on feral hogs. As of January 31st, 2024, the active ingredient war-

farin, when used as a feral hog toxicant, is considered a state limited use pesticide under Texas Administrative 

Code 7.30 Classification of Pesticides. State limited use pesticides require applicators to be licensed to sell, 

purchase, and apply these products. An individual can also apply these products if under the direct supervision 

of a licensed applicator. All license holders that desire to use these specific products for feral hog control must 

be licensed in the vertebrate pest control category (1C) unless they hold a private applicator license. Certain 

feral hog management products also require stewardship training in addition to pesticide applicator licensure. 

The burden of compliance is on the applicator, so be sure of what the requirements are for the products you use 

before you use them!  

Dirty Work Miss Ava Fenton, AES Student Worker 

On August 7, 2025, the United States government set in place new tariffs 

that directly affect synthetic fertilizers. Many of the top exporting countries 

for fertilizer will now experience tariffs at a 10-15% rate.  On August 1st, 

2025, Canadian exports were set as high as 30%, and Brazilian exports 

reached a 50% tariff rate on July 31st, 2025. These new tariffs can be 

linked to higher fertilizer prices. With fertilizer being a key factor in the success of the agriculture industry, 

how can farmers and ranchers navigate these waters? Some say if you can’t afford fertilizer, spray herbicide. 

There are different routes farmers can take to avoid the costly tariffs on fertilizer. One alternative to synthetic 

fertilizer is green manure. Green manure refers to a crop that is specifically grown to be used to fertilize the 

soil, providing the soil with various nutrients to keep cash crops alive and healthy. This soil amendment can 

be made at home, and it can also be found at local co-ops and garden stores for purchase. If you intend to use 

green manure in the way that a cover crop is used, be careful when it is time to terminate. Check out this pub-

lication on termination strategies for cover crops here. Herbicide termination may not be the best way to go 

depending on your circumstances. Another alternative to synthetic fertilizer is natural fertilizer. Natural ferti-

lizers include animal waste, compost, and various types of meal. These natural fertilizers can be derived from 

home or bought locally, thus avoiding tariffs from imported goods. There are many other alternatives to ferti-

lizer, most of which can be found here. If you are still planning on using synthetic fertilizers on your property, 

stay up to date on the market and strategically plan your next purchase. Do so here.  

https://www.epa.gov/pesticides/pesticide-app-label-mitigations
https://agrilife.org/txwildlifeservices/species-information-and-publications/mammals/feral-hogs/
https://texasagriculture.gov/Regulatory-Programs/Feral-Hog-Pesticide
https://texasagriculture.gov/Regulatory-Programs/Feral-Hog-Pesticide
https://www.spglobal.com/commodity-insights/en/news-research/latest-news/fertilizers/080125-us-fresh-trade-tariffs-set-challenges-for-the-global-fertilizers-industry
https://extension.psu.edu/weed-management-in-pasture-systems
https://www.umass.edu/agriculture-food-environment/fruit/ne-small-fruit-management-guide/general-information/cover-crops-green-manures
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/ws/ws-50-w.pdf
https://gardenerbible.com/what-to-use-instead-of-fertilizer/
https://tariffcheck.org/


Send Announcements to 

jacob.wightman@ag.tamu.edu 

For more information, call AES at 

(979)845-3849 

School IPM Trainings 

Ms. Janet Hurley, Senior Extension 

Program Specialist, Entomology 

Coastal Bend Area   

October 15th & 16th, 2025 

CCISD Instructional Resource Center, 

4321 Prescott Street, Corpus Christi, TX 

78416 

Day 1: Required New Coordinator Training 

Day 2: Advanced Coordinator Training 

(Refresher Course) 

Register here! 

Register for the South Plains Applicator 

Conference (Plainview, TX) today! 

8-Hour General Standards/Technician Structural Train-

ing Course 

8-Hour Landscape Maintenance AND Vegetation 

Management Training Course (Two categories in one 

day of instruction!) 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is an equal opportunity employer and program provider.  

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national 

origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 

and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.  
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“Beware the barrenness of a busy life.” 

-Socrates 

Office Phone (979)845-3849 

https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/ereg/newreg.php?eventid=842234&language=eng
https://south-plains-applicator-conference.square.site/product/structural-license-pesticide-training-dec-3-2025/27?cs=true&cst=custom
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