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Upcoming Programs

Big !
General Standards/Technician Training 1 NeWS.

e  March 10th (Humble)

8-Hour Structural Pest Category Training Di C amb a Up d at e
e  March 19-20th (Bryan, Immediately following 20-
hour apprentice training course) Miss Avery Brooks
8-Hour Structural Termite Category Training AES Student Coordinator
e March 11th (Humble) Dicamba has been registered by the U.S. Environmental Protec-

. . tion Agency (EPA) specifically for over-the-top applications on
elbonr dvenye ainlonnnen L L mining dicamba-tolerant soygean and}(lzotton crops forlt)hep§026 and 2027
e  February 25th (Rosenberg) growing seasons. This 2026 registration comes with extensive mit-
igation measures and new restrictions. According to the press re-
20-Hour Structural Apprentice General Standards lease by EPA, “U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) es-
Training Course (3-day Program) tablished the strongest protections in agency history for over-the-
top (OTT) dicamba...” Dicamba is a product that was previousl

¢ March 17-19th (Bryan) barzlr(led b})/ courts in June of 2020 ané9 then again in Fel%ruary ofy
8-Hour Vegetation Management/Right-of-way Cate- | 2024 due to its potential adverse effects on human health and the
gory Training environment. This registration is a response to the cotton and soy-
bean farmers in the southern United States, more specifically the

e  March 17th (Austin) Cotton Belt region, voicing their concerns about controlling herbi-
. .. cide-resistant weeds such as Palmer amaranth.

Public Health/Vector Control Trainin Palmer amaranth is an invasive weed species that is native to the

e March 24-26th (El Paso) desert regions of the southwestern United States. It can grow up to

3 inches in one day, and most populations are resistant to glypho-

sate and ALS herbicides. This weed can produce 100,000 seeds when in competition with a crop, and the seeds they do
produce are very small and can be easily transported through grain, seed, or feed contamination, and mechanical disper-
sal.

There are ecological risks with dicamba drift and volatility, but if applied according to the new label instructions and
restrictions, there is no adverse risk to human health or the environment. The new label instructions and restrictions for
over-the-top dicamba applications are as follows: reduction in maximum application rate, required doubling of volatility
reduction agents (VRA), mandatory conservation practices to protect endangered species, and restricting applications
during high temperatures. Several restrictions from the 2020 registration still apply to the 2026 registration including: a
mandatory annual training, restricted use pesticide designation, 24-hour restricted entry interval (REI), complete prohibi-
tion of aerial application, mandatory record keeping, etc. You can find more information here.

EPA has made it clear that these new and old restrictions are not optional; they are there to protect human health
and the environment. Penalties for applicators who fail to follow label directions are listed under the Federal Insecticide,
Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA). The EPA has stated that they will track outcomes and will make restriction

adjustments as new information becomes available.
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New Tools for Varroa Mite Control
Miss Ava Fenton, AES Student Worker

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has been
diligently working to provide a new tool that offers protection
to honeybees from Varroa mites. Varroa mites are parasites
that enter hives and consume developing bees. These mites
cause high mortality among young bees, decrease the lifespan
of worker bees, and carry viruses that are harmful to the hon-
eybee. Once a hive is infested with Varroa mites, the colony
is likely to die without treatment. The EPA is collaborating
with the beekeeping community to expedite agreements on equipment and products needed to treat infested
hives. The EPA is also working with federal and local partners to continue research that will aid honeybees.

Honeybees offer so much to our nation’s food supply. These organisms play a significant role in supporting
plant growth and production, considering they pollinate approximately one-third of the food we eat. Varroa
mites are a huge national threat to the survival of honeybee colonies. Project Apis, a nonprofit organization,
conducted a survey of beekeepers between July 2024 and February 2025 and concluded that 62% of their colo-
nies had been lost due to these mites.

One pesticide active ingredient that the EPA supports for Varroa mite control is Vadescana. Vadescana is a
dsRNA which works via RNA interference. Vadescana specifically targets a gene found in Varroa mites and
does not harm honeybees, humans, or honey production. There are many other ingredients that have been ap-
proved and registered by the EPA to use against Varroa mites, such as a new varroacide containing 1-glutamic
acid. The list of approved ingredients can be found here.

Letter from the Editor: Mosquito Season

Mr. Jake Wightman, Extension Program Specialist, Editor

Happy February! For Texas, this means the pre-heat begins while of the rest of the country is set to endure six more
weeks of winter...according to a certain groundhog in Pennsylvania. Rising temperatures will bring out more than just
the flip-flops and sandals that everyone put away in early January, mosquitoes are going to start disrupting outdoor activ-
ities once again.

There are two main kinds of mosquitoes that Texans deal with virtually year-round: floodwater and standing water types.
Floodwater mosquitoes are those that lay their eggs above the high water line in areas prone to flooding, then when pre-
cipitation events occur and the water rises, their eggs are carried away and hatch. Many floodwater mosquitoes lay their
eggs before the worst of the winter passes and their eggs hatch as temperatures rise and precipitation events become
more frequent. The other type of mosquitoes, standing water, lay their eggs year round in areas where water collects and
remains at a constant level. Areas with high likelihood of attracting and/or harboring standing water mosquitoes are
flower pots, tires, pools, ponds, dog/cat water bowls, troughs, un-level ground, groundwater drains, and other landscaped
areas.

Those of us who would like to avoid being swarmed this summer are already preparing our mosquito combat plans. Inte-
grated pest management strategies to consider before making any insecticide applications are: level uneven ground or
divots that collect water, remove or dispose of artificial containers that collect water in the landscape, and irrigate turf
and ornamental plants appropriately as to not create and excess of water in the landscape.

If a professional approach to mosquito problems is necessary, ensure that commercial individuals are licensed by the
Texas Department of Agriculture Structural Pest Control Service in the Pest Control category, or are noncommercial ag-
ricultural applicators employed by a political subdivision and licensed by the Texas Department of Agriculture in the
Public Health/Vector Control category. Learn more about mosquito licensing from TDA here.
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Send Announcements to
jacob.wightman@ag.tamu.edu

For more information, call AES at
(979)845-3849

Texas A&M AgriLife : 2026 School IPM Coordinator Training

Extension Dates

2026 AgriLife Ag Programs TEXAS AGM

Through April GRILIFE ' 1 Day and 2 Day Trainings

December 2025 i ENSION Region 8 Educational Service Center

2 - Annual Farm Show CEU program (Potter) - Megan Eikner
2-3 South Plains Applicator Conference (Floyd, Hale) Plainview Y March 4th
9 - Fall Producer Meeting (Armstrong) - Sami Hatley

16 - Lamb County Crops Conference (Lamb) - Brandon Albus, Kristie Keys

17 - Regional Online Program (available in all 42 counties) 1 ; Texas A&M AgriLife Research alld EXten-
anuary 2026 i] sion Center— El Paso

5 - Terry/Yoakum Crops Conference (Terry, Yoakum) - Reid Lovorn, Rusty Lanier

6 - Southern Mesa Ag Conference Tahoka (Lynn, Dawson) - Sierra Stephens, Hannah Pierce

13 - NW Panhandle Beef Conference (Moore, Sherman, Dallam/Hartley) - Marcel Fischbacher i it ] ) March 2 6th
14 - Expanding the Cowherd - (Lipscomb) - JR Sprague

15 - Castro Crops Conference - (Castro) - Kristie Keys

20 - Caprock Crops Conference (Crosby, Floyd) - Mark Carroll, Catlin Frederick L N * O

Rl SRR @l Texas A&M AgrilLife Research and Exten-
21 - Under the Caprock Producer Meeting (Hall, Briscoe) - Schnitker, Perkins " ) . .

22 - Homeowners Irrigation Workshop - (Lubbock) Christina Reid N 4 Slon Center— Amarlllo

22 - Mid Plains Ag Expo - (Hale, Swisher) - Andy Hart, Kristie Keys, Jason Wade (

23 - West Texas Professional Irrigators Conference (Lubbock) - Christina Reid A

26 - SE Panhandle Ag Conference (Hall, Donley, Briscoe) - Schnitker, Haynes, Perkins

27 - Tri-County Small Grains Conference in Muleshoe (Parmer, Bailey, Lamb) - Janelle, Garret, Brandon o MarCh 3 Oth

28 - NW Panhandle Crops Conference Dumas (Moore, Sherman, Dallam, Hartley) - Coker, Fischbacher

30 - West Plains Crops Conference (Hockley) - Wes Utle:

Del Valle ISD

February 2026

4 - sandyland Crops Conference (Gaines) - Millican , ) April 22nd & 23rd (2 Day Training)

5 - Insurance/Risk Management Program (Dawson) - Hannah Pierce

12 - NW Panhandle Crops Conference Dalhart (Dallam, Hartley, Moore, Sherman) - Coker, Taylor »

3 e 0 e ety b Yiriiia Bt \ ? Texas A&M AgriLife Research and Exten-
Tl ‘ . sion Center— Dallas

3-Al ive C Confe in Olton (Lamb, C ) - Keys, Alb ..

3 Sprng Mind Mg Confermen (Armsrong) -Hakly | | e May 6th & 7th (2 Day Training)

19 - Small Grains Soil Health, Fertility, Cover Crops - Dalhart (Dallam, Sherman, Hartley, Moore) - Coker
23 - Alternative Crops Update (Dawson) - Hannah Pierce

e e Register by visiting this link: https://
April 2026 agriliferegister.tamu.edu/website/54443/home/

1 - Brush Control Conference and Alternative Methods of Control (Mitchell) - JJ Caswell . e

8 - Lower Rolling Plains Ag Conference (Garza, Mitchell, Nolan, Scurry) - Coffman, Caswell, Peterson SearCh for SChOOl IPM Coordlnator Tralnlng!
9 - Lunch with the Cotton Specialist (Dawson) - Hannah Pierce

10 - The Buzz about Bees (Lubbock) - Christina Reid

14 - Cotton and Alternative Crop Updates - (Mitchell) - JJ Caswell

15 - Alternative Risk isil - (Li -JR Sprague

28-29 - Hemphill County Beef Conference (Hemphill) - Andy Hollowa

Check out Texas A&M AgriLife’s North region pro-

grams, looking into 2026! Events, locations, and folks AES Unit Staff Mrs. Shelby Smith
to contact can be found on the flyer above! Dr. Don Renchie Miss Avery Brooks
Dr. Mark Matocha Miss Ava Fenton

“Great moments are born from great opportunity” Mr. Jake Wightman

-Herb Brooks Mrs. Tina VanHorn

Office Phone (979)845-3849

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is an equal opportunity employer and program provider.

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national
origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.
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