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Upcoming Programs

General Standards/Technician Training Course
e  April Ist (Virtual)

Pest Control Category Training Course

e  April 8th (Virtual)

Landscape Maintenance Category Training Course

e  April Ist (Fort Worth)
e  April 8th (Austin)

e  April 29th (Rosenberg)

Pesticide Safety Updates
Bilingual Pesticide Label App

Mr. Jake Wightman, Extension Program Specialist

The University of Washington Pacific Northwest Agricultural Safety and Health Center (PNASH) recently
launched a new smartphone app called PestiSeguro, or PestiSafe, that provides users with pesticide labels for
commonly used products translated from English into Spanish. While it is not a comprehensive database of all
registered pesticides in the United States, it is a good starting point for individuals who may have pesticide
handling employees fluent in Spanish.

Remember, worker protection standard (WPS) laws place the responsibility for employees’ knowledge of the
label requirements prior to and during pesticide use on the employer. In other words, PestiSeguro/PestiSafe
can be a useful tool for employers that need to ensure all of their employees are able to read, understand, and
use pesticide labels as they are intended. For others, PestiSeguro can be a good way of increasing access to
pesticide safety knowledge to others who may have not been able to use pesticides with labels that lack trans-
lations.

Learn more about PestiSeguro by visiting their FAQ page here.



https://www-aes.tamu.edu/the-pesticide-periodical/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/general-standards-training-description/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/pest-control-category-training/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/ornamental-and-turf-category-training-description/
https://pnash.deohs.washington.edu/pestisegurotm-pestisafetm-app
https://pnash.deohs.washington.edu/pestiseguro-pestisafe/FAQ

Syngenta Ceasing Paraquat Production in the UK

Mr. Ernest ‘Cinco’ Bailes, AES Student Worker, and Miss Avery Brookes, AES Student Coordinator

As of March 3, 2026, Syngenta has announced a global cease in the production of the well-known herbicide
paraquat by the end of June due to significant competition from generic producers. With the reduced competi-
tiveness of Syngenta’s product, a plan has been implemented to phase out the production at their manufactur-
ing facility in Huddersfield, UK; the only facility that is globally manufacturing paraquat. Although production
is being ceased at the Huddersfield site, Syngenta will still use the facility to research and make advancements
in agricultural development and technology. In fact, Syngenta has recently completed a 50 million British
Pound (GBP) investment to manufacture its most advanced crop protection technologies, plinazolin, at the
same Huddersfield site.

Paraquat has been essential for many growers due to its high efficacy in controlling weeds as well as its ability
to enable conservation practices such as no-till farming. Since paraquat was first brought to the market by a
Syngenta predecessor company over 60 years ago, it has more recently been sold under generic labels and now
accounts for less than 1 percent of Syngenta's global sales. Their decision to cease paraquat production is in
line with a focus to look towards the future with the innovation of agricultural technology and a hope to bring
new solutions to increase the productivity and sustainability of agriculture.

“This decision is about focusing our resources where they deliver the greatest value for our business and our
customers,” -Mike Hollands, President Syngenta UK and Head of
Syngenta Global Production

Pest Profile: Cotton Jassid

Miss Sarah Beck and Miss Ava Fenton, AES Student Workers

Amrasca biguttula, better known as the cotton jassid or two-spotted
cotton leathopper, is a new invasive species that has been discov-
ered in Texas. This pest presents a serious threat to cotton produc-
tion, but also affects other crops like okra, eggplant, sunflower, and
hibiscus. The first reported incident in Texas occurred when hibis-
cus plants were shipped to large nurseries in the Houston area and the pest was identified in cotton fields south
of the city in 2025.

The cotton jassid is originally from Asia but has now spread across the southeastern United States where it
poses a threat to the Texas cotton industry, specialty crops, and ornamental agriculture. The cotton jassid can
be easily identified by the two black spots on their back. A sign that crops have been infested by the cotton
jassid is the presence of “hopper burn.” As the pest hops from leaf to leaf, curled leaves, dead tissue, stripped
foliage, and stunted plants are left behind. The Texas cotton industry is responsible for $1.5 billion annually
and this pest has been found to destroy cotton yields by 50%. The cotton jassid is extremely small, as adults
measure approximately 1/8 of an inch. Their eggs laid within the veins of leaves are much smaller, about .04
inches, but still identifiable to the human eye.

In hopes of preventing spread, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) has joined a quarantine initiative to
help manage harm caused by the cotton jassid. The pest has caused yield loss for many producers across the
United States, so it is important for farmers to know what is being done in terms of management. Existing
quarantines already apply in states where the pest has been detected, which include Alabama, Florida, Georgia,
Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, South Carolina, and North Carolina. The quarantine now also applies to
Texas counties where the pest has been detected. To learn more about the detection and management of cotton
jassids, visit this factsheet written by AgriLife experts.



https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/s/product/update-on-cotton-jassid-a-new-pest-of-concern-in-texas-cotton/01tQn00000D04QjIAJ

Send Announcements to
jacob.wightman@ag.tamu.edu

For more information, call AES at
(979)845-3849

Texas A&M AgriLife 2026 School IPM Coordinator Training

Extension Dates

2026 AgriLife Ag Programs TEXAS A&M

Through April GRILIFE : 1 Day and 2 Day Trainings

December 2025 i =heIoN Texas A&M AgriLife Research and Exten-

2- Annual Farm Show CEU program (Potter) - Megan Eikner SiOn Center— Amarillo

2-3 South Plains Applicator Conference (Floyd, Hale) Plainview
9 - Fall Producer Meeting (Armstrong) - Sami Hatley

16 - Lamb County Crops Conference (Lamb) - Brandon Albus, Kristie Keys
17 - Regional Online Program (available in all 42 counties) ° MarCh 3 Oth

January 2026 l ) Del Valle ISD

5 - Terry/Yoakum Crops Conference (Terry, Yoakum) - Reid Lovorn, Rusty Lanier §

6 - Southern Mesa Ag Conference Tahoka (Lynn, Dawson) - Sierra Stephens, Hannah Pierce 4 H | . « .

13 - NW Panhandle Beef Conference (Moore, Sherman, Dallam/Hartley) - Marcel Fischbacher ® Aprll 22nd & 2 3rd (2 Day Tralnlng)
14 - Expanding the Cowherd - (Lipscomb) - JR Sprague

15 - Castro Crops Conference - (Castro) - Kristie Keys 4

20 - Caprock Crops Conference (Crosby, Floyd) - Mark Carroll, Catlin Frederick 1 * .

Rl SRR J Texas A&M AgrilLife Research and Exten-
21 - Under the Caprock Producer Meeting (Hall, Briscoe) - Schnitker, Perkins g f | .

22 - Homeowners Irrigation Workshop - (Lubbock) Christina Reid 4 Slon Center— Dallas

22 - Mid Plains Ag Expo - (Hale, Swisher) - Andy Hart, Kristie Keys, Jason Wade 2

23 - West Texas Professional Irrigators Conference (Lubbock) - Christina Reid \

26 - SE Panhandle Ag Conference (Hall, Donley, Briscoe) - Schnitker, Haynes, Perkins & em s

27 - Tri-County Small Grains Conference in Muleshoe (Parmer, Bailey, Lamb) - Janelle, Garret, Brandon }‘ o May 6th & 7th (2 Day Tralnlng)

28 - NW Panhandle Crops Conference Dumas (Moore, Sherman, Dallam, Hartley) - Coker, Fischbacher

30 - West Plains Crops Conference (Hockley) - Wes Utle:

Register by visiting this link: https://
agriliferegister.tamu.edu/website/54443/home/

February 2026

4 - sandyland Crops Conference (Gaines) - Millican

5 - Insurance/Risk Management Program (Dawson) - Hannah Pierce 3 -
12 - NW Panhandle Crops Conference Dalhart (Dallam, Hartley, Moore, Sherman) - Coker, Taylor - 1 ini !
e e e Search for School IPM Coordinator Training!
20 - Chemical Turf / Ornamental Workshop (Lubbock) - Christina Reid

March 2026

3 - Alternative Crops Conference in Olton (Lamb, Castro) - Keys, Albus

4 - Spring Mini Ag Conference (Armstrong) - Hatley

19 - Small Grains Soil Health, Fertility, Cover Crops - Dalhart (Dallam, Sherman, Hartley, Moore) - Coker
23 - Alternative Crops Update (Dawson) - Hannah Pierce

25 - Beef Profitability Practices (Lipscomb)

26 - Parmer County Beef Conference in Bovina - (Parmer) - Janelle

April 2026

1 - Brush Control Conference and Alternative Methods of Control (Mitchell) -} Caswell

8 - Lower Rolling Plains Ag Conference (Garza, Mitchell, Nolan, Scurry) - Coffman, Caswell, Peterson
9 - Lunch with the Cotton Specialist (Dawson) - Hannah Pierce

10 - The Buzz about Bees (Lubbock) - Christina Reid

14 - Cotton and Alternative Crop Updates - (Mitchell) - JJ Caswell

15 - Alternative Risk isil - (Li -JR Sprague

28-29 - Hemphill County Beef Conference (Hemphill) - Andy Hollowa

Office Phone (979)845-3849

Check out Texas A&M AgriLife’s North region pro-

grams, looking into 2026! Events, locations, and folks AES Unit Staff Mrs. Shelby Smith

to contact can be found on the flyer above! Dr. Don Renchie Miss Avery Brooks

“You can’t steal second with one foot on first” Dr. Mark Matocha Miss Ava Fenton
Mr. Jake Wightman Miss Sarah Beck

- Robert Quillen , _ ,
Mrs. Tina VanHorn Mr. Ernest ‘Cinco’ Bailes V

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is an equal opportunity employer and program provider.

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national
origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.
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