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General Standards/Technician Training Course 

• May 12th (Tyler) 

• May 27th (Dallas) 

Vegetation Management (Right-Of-Way) Category 

Training  

• May 6th (Humble) 

Public Health (Vector) Category Training 

• May 26th-28th (Houston) 

Upcoming Programs 

Welcome, New Students! 

Mr. Jake Wightman, Extension Program Specialist, Editor 

Please take a moment to read about our newest AES student workers. We’re so glad to bring them on board! 

Ernest ‘Cinco’ Bailes is a 

Student Worker for the Ag-

ricultural and Environmen-

tal Safety (AES) Unit with 

the Texas A&M AgriLife 

Extension Service. He was 

raised in Coldspring, Texas 

and is currently working on 

a bachelor’s degree in Ani-

mal Science and a minor in 

Agribusiness at Texas 

A&M University. He is ex-

pected to graduate in May of 2028.  

Sarah Beck is a Student 

Worker for the Agricul-

tural and Environmental 

Safety (AES) Unit with 

the Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension Ser-

vice. She recently began 

with the AES Unit in 

March 2026. She is 

originally from Corsica-

na, Texas. She is working on a bachelor's degree in 

Agricultural Leadership and Development with mi-

nors in Legal Foundations and Agricultural Com-

munications and is expected to graduate in the Fall 

of 2028.  

https://www-aes.tamu.edu/the-pesticide-periodical/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/general-standards-training-description/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/right-of-way-category-training-description/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/right-of-way-category-training-description/
https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/ereg/newreg.php?eventid=859208&language=eng


Syngenta Upgrades WeevilTrak Platform 

Miss Avery Brooks, AES Student Coordinator 

Following the recent end to the annual Masters golf tournament, turf 
management professionals and golf course superintendents may be 
evaluating their home course conditions and potential pest threats more 
closely. 

One of the most destructive turf pests is the annual bluegrass weevil 
(ABW). While the annual bluegrass weevil has not yet been found in 
Texas, it has been found in Arkansas which indicates that this pest is 
continuing its southern movement from its first report in Long Island, 
New York. The map of ABW detection can be found here. The ABW 
harms highly maintained grasses including Poa annua and creeping 
bent grass that can be found in fairways, tee boxes, and greens. An 
ABW infestation results in patchy yellowing of turf grass and turf 
death. 

Around 15 years ago, Syngenta created a platform called WeevilTrak 
to monitor and manage annual bluegrass weevil damage. It provided 
many golf course managers with pesticide application timing recom-
mendations and ABW life cycle considerations for managing ABW 
damage.  As of March 2026, they have upgraded this program to Wee-
vilTrak Plus, which includes Atexzo insecticide/miticide. This new 
program has shown enhanced efficacy, greater flexibility, broad spec-
trum control, fewer applications, and resistance management. If you 
would like to learn more about WeevilTrak Plus, you can visit their 
website here. 

EPA Update 

Miss Ava Fenton, AES Student Worker 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

recently closed public comments regarding the qualifying 

process for conservation programs and experts. This specif-

ic qualifying process will be used to aid growers in using 

EPA’s mitigation point system to manage the runoff and 

erosion of pesticides. To better understand this process 

from the point of view of a producer, EPA decided to open 

public comments for anyone to place their thoughts and 

ideas. This opportunity to express opinions was closed on 

April 6. 

EPA is proposing to provide growers with credit for the 

implementation of their mitigation practices once they 

reach a certain level of success. They are also suggesting 

that experts will have the ability to assess field conditions 

to help growers better understand their property. They are 

also allowing programs to become “EPA Qualified” 

through an application on their website. To learn more 

about EPA’s mitigation practices, click here. 

Pressure from Deer in Suburban areas giving 

Opportunities for Pest Professionals     

Mr. Ernest Bailes, AES Student Worker 

Deer populations have increased drastically in suburban 

neighborhoods due to plentiful food, safety from natural 

predators, limited hunting, and safe habitats. Though often 

seen favorably, deer have the potential to cost property 

owners thousands of dollars in damage by eating expen-

sive ornamental plants and rummaging through gardens 

and greenery not protected from the local population. This 

expanding issue sweeping through the neighborhoods of 

suburbia has created growing opportunities for pest profes-

sionals.  

Professionals have been tasked with repelling deer off 

properties and even neighborhoods in some cases. 

Through the use of organic taste and scent repellents along 

with physical deterrents like net barriers, motion-activated 

sprinklers and lights, deer herds have been dispersed and 

rerouted by pest professionals. Companies that have been 

created to manage the increasing conflict now pose a valu-

able service category to assist in the growing homeowner 

and homeowner associations struggling with these prob-

lems. 

Pest Profile: Crapemyrtle Aphid 

Miss Sarah Beck, AES Student Worker  

Sarucallis kahawaluokalani, known as the crapemyrtle aphid, is an in-

vasive pest that threatens the normally “low-maintenance” crapemyrtle 

across North America. The crapemyrtle aphid is the most common pest 

that feeds on and causes aesthetic harm to crapemyrtles. The insect is 

originally from Asia and the first report in Texas was in 2004 where it 

has rapidly spread across the country since. They are extremely small 

(1/16 of an inch), and feed on the bottom of crapemyrtle leaves. The 

insect is yellow green with iridescent wings. Crapemyrtle aphids extract 

plant sap and produce large amounts of honeydew, which in turn cre-

ates the appearance of a black sooty mold on the plant. Other symptoms 

of severe infestations include leaf yellowing, premature leaf drop, and 

reduced flowering. For more information regarding the crapemyrtle 

aphid, visit here: Pests and Diseases Threaten Crapemyrtle in U.S. 

Landscapes and Nurseries 

https://www.golfcourseindustry.com/news/syngenta-introduces-weeviltrak-plus-atexzo/
https://www.greencastonline.com/weeviltrakplus/home.aspx?utm_campaign=synturf-weeviltrakplus-newsrelease-q126&utm_medium=link&utm_source=syngenta&utm_content=text&utm_term=media
https://www.epa.gov/pesticides/epa-seeks-public-comment-qualifying-process-conservation-programs-and-experts-aid
https://www.epa.gov/pesticides/mitigation-menu
file:///C:/Users/avery.brooks/Downloads/Pressure from Deer in Suburban Areas giving Opportunities fo.docx
https://entomologytoday.org/2026/04/03/crapemyrtle-united-states-landscapes-nurseries-integrated-pest-management/
https://entomologytoday.org/2026/04/03/crapemyrtle-united-states-landscapes-nurseries-integrated-pest-management/


Send Announcements to 

jacob.wightman@ag.tamu.edu 

For more information, call AES at 

(979)845-3849 

2026 School IPM Coordinator Training 

2 Day Training 

Texas A&M AgriLife Research and Exten-

sion Center– Dallas 

• May 6th & 7th (2 Day Training) 

Register by visiting this link: https://

agriliferegister.tamu.edu/website/54443/home/  

Search for School IPM Coordinator Training! 

Houston Area CEU Opportunity! 

AES Unit Staff 

Dr. Don Renchie 

Dr. Mark Matocha 

Mr. Jake Wightman 

Mrs. Tina VanHorn 

Mrs. Shelby Smith 

Miss Avery Brooks 

Miss Ava Fenton 

Miss Sarah Beck 

Mr. Ernest ‘Cinco’ Bailes V 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is an equal opportunity employer and program provider.  

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national 

origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 

and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.  

Contact Kimberly.mayer@ag.tamu.edu for more 

information! 

“Reality is for people who lack imagination”    

-Hayao Miyazaki 
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