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We are saddened to announce the passing of
Dr. Don L. Renchie, Program Leader of the
Agricultural and Environmental Safe-

ty Unit and Extension Specialist and Coordi-
nator for the Pesticide Safety Program Coor-
dinator. He dedicated 32 years of service to
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension as a

4 statewide leader in pesticide safety training
and compliance education. He served Texas
in many ways, and we are grateful for the
legacy he leaves behind.
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You can read the full Texas A&M AgriLife press
release here.
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EPA Update

Miss Ava Fenton, AES Student Worker

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has announced they are requesting public comment
on their Fungicide Strategy draft. EPA recently released its draft Fungicide Strategy, which focuses on pesti-
cide use guidance influenced by the Endangered Species Act. The draft specifies practical protections that can
be used safely around more than 1,000 federally threatened and endangered species. Although protecting these
species is a major concern for EPA, they also value preserving flexibility for growers throughout the country.

EPA opened the comment period on Thursday, April 30, 2026, and will close on June 29, 2026. Input
from the public will be used to directly influence material included in the Fungicide Strategy. For a brief
summary of the draft, visit this link.

Pest Profile: Pasture Mealybug

Mr. Ernest ‘Cinco’ Bailes, AES Student Worker

With the arrival of hay season, the quality and health of pastures is of utmost importance to many farmers,
ranchers, and landowners. The Pasture Mealybug, a new invasive pest, has appeared in Texas and is now con-
firmed in 22 counties. The pest leaves yellow patches of dead and dying grasses spanning acres, unlike the
usual pests that farmers and ranchers are familiar with such as army worms or flies where the infestation is im-
mediately recognizable. Pasture mealybug infestations are slow and often not discovered until large patches of
pastures and fields are already dead or dying. Their presence leads to the dieback of grasses, having not just
been eaten down, but killed entirely due to a result of mealybug feeding leaving a substance that promotes the
growth of sooty-mold fungi. Pasture dieback has put landowners’ operations at risk, costing them thousands of
dollars towards reseeding and replanting acres of land.

Adult female mealybugs are between 2 to 5 millimeters long and oval shaped. The insect is covered in
a waxy coat with fine hair, giving it a white appearance. Mealybugs reproduce sexually, and their breeding
season peaks in the summer. Mating most often occurs in dense thatch layers of summer pastures where fe-
males can produce nearly 100 offspring within 24 hours. It is recorded that mealybugs can live up to 100 days
and persist in the field year-long by overwintering in the soil where they can survive in cold and dry tempera-
tures. Pasture mealybugs also undergo seasonal variations in intensity depending on weather and pasture man-
agement. It has been observed that high humidity, high temperatures, and rainy seasons are favorable condi-
tions for the pest to increase in population size, leading to increased damage potential.

Currently there are no reliable management strategies for pasture mealybug in Texas. Most of the cur-
rent information comes from Australia, but that data may not translate to the practices seen in Texas. Research-
ers in Australia recommend planting less susceptible grasses, however it is currently unknown which grasses
in Texas are proven to be less susceptible. It has been recorded that the use of nitrogen fertilizers has been able
to intensify the pasture dieback, however the use of phosphorous fertilizers may help grasses tolerate pasture
mealybug by improving root growth and grass recovery. There are currently no labeled insecticides that specif-
ically control the pasture mealybug. Pyrethroid insecticides are labeled to control different mealybugs, howev-
er the use of broad-spectrum insecticides is not recommended. Recent data collected by Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension suggests pyrethroids are ineffective and may worsen the infestation of the mealybug by eliminating
their natural enemies. Current research is underway, with both Texas A&M AgriLife Extension and the Texas
Department of Agriculture working to get Special Local Needs labels for insecticides.
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Send Announcements to
jacob.wightman@ag.tamu.edu

For more information, call AES at
(979)845-3849

Houston Area CEU Opportunity!

Responsible Pesticide Use

in Turfgrass Systems

June 3

9:00 am to 3:00 pm

West Pearland Library

11801 Shadow Creek Pkwy, Pearland, TX 77584

Course Offerings (6 CEUs - Approval Pending from TDA
General (2 CEUs)

Turfgrass Care for Municipalities - Kimberly Mayer

Best Management Practices for Athletic Fields -
Weston Floyd

IPM (2 CEUs)

Turfgrass Pest Identification & Diagnosis — Michael
Potter

IPM Basics in Turfgrass Systems — Kimberly Mayer

Laws & Regulations (1 CEU)

Texas Pesticide Laws, Rules & Applicator
Responsibilities

TBD

Drift Minimization (1 CEU)

Irrigation Practices That Reduce Pesticide Drift &
Runoff in Municipal Landscapes

Boone Holliday

.
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Registration Fees: Includes 6 CEUs, breakfast, -
lunch & refreshments O.D. Butler Field and F
« Early Bird (through May 3): $100

« Regular (May 4 - May 30): $120 Day 2026

« Late / On-site (May 31 - June 3): $140
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) AES would like to thank the south central
Hosted by: TEXAS A&M ) . .
A(E])E{TIEHSFIEN [BEARLAND Texas region county extension offices for
- including us in this year’s event!

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all persons regardless of
race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity and will strive to

achieve full and equal employment opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and
the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.

Contact Kimberly.mayer@ag.tamu.edu for more AES Unit Staff Miss Avery Brooks
information! Dr. Mark Matocha Miss Ava Fenton
Mr. Jake Wightman Miss Sarah Beck

"The secret of success is making your vocation a
vacation" -Mark Twain Mrs. Tina VanHorn Mr. Ernest ‘Cinco’ Bailes V

Mrs. Shelby Smith

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is an equal opportunity employer and program provider.

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national
origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.
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