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Upcoming Programs

Structural Technician/Noncommercial Training Course
e July Ist (Dallas)

e August 19th (Beaumont)

8-hour Pest Control Category Classroom Training

e August 26th (Beaumont)
Landscape Maintenance (3A) Category Course

e August 26th (Fort Worth)

Extension Spotlight: Online Courses

Mr. Jake Wightman, AES Extension Program Specialist, Editor

Too hot to leave the house? Too busy to take time away from work or the field? The Texas Department of Ag-
riculture still expects each licensed pesticide applicator and structural license candidate to satisfy their recerti-
fication and certification training requirements. Texas A&M AgriLife Extension maintains numerous virtual,
asynchronous courses on the Agrilife Learn online platform. Some AES-sponsored courses intended for pes-
ticide applicator certification are the 20-hour apprentice training and various 8-hour, category-specific train-
ings. These online offerings are specifically intended for registered structural apprentices that are completing
the requirements to be eligible to take their structural technician licensing examinations.

In January 2026, AES launched a new recertification course on AgrilLife Learn that supplies agricultural and
structural license holders with one laws and regulations CEU. This course is called “Texas Pesticide Label
Training CEU,” and gives a broad overview of state and federal pesticide labeling laws, how to read a pesti-
cide label, and an exercise that guides participants in the interpretation and use of information contained with-
in a pesticide label.

While online courses are certainly convenient, we encourage applicators to attend in-person programs
when possible. TDA will only allow credit for online, asynchronous recertification activities every other
year. This means if you get your CEUs online this year, next year all of your recertification activities must be
in-person events. Virtual meetings (held via Microsoft Teams, Zoom, etc.) are currently accepted as in-person
events by TDA.



https://www-aes.tamu.edu/the-pesticide-periodical/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/general-standards-training-description/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/pest-control-category-training/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/ornamental-and-turf-category-training-description/
https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/s/global-search/pesticide%20applicator%20ceus?c__results_layout_state=%7B%22page_number%22%3A1%2C%22refinements%22%3A%5B%7B%22nameOrId%22%3A%22Sub_Category__c%22%2C%22type%22%3A%22DistinctValue%22%2C%22attributeType%22%3A%22C
https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/s/product/20-hour-structural-pest-control-apprentice-training-course/01t4x000002ciJsAAI
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/pg1/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/pg1/
https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/s/product/texas-pesticide-label-training-ceu/01tQn00000D2BuLIAV
https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/s/product/texas-pesticide-label-training-ceu/01tQn00000D2BuLIAV
https://ceusearch.texasagriculture.gov/

Pest Profile, IPM Edition: Mutated Mice

Miss Ava Fenton, AES Student Worker

A recent research project has raised concerns about anticoagulant rodenticides. Researchers from Rutgers Uni-
versity recently conducted a study that examined genetic mutations caused by rodenticides in rodents from
New England and Norway.

The gene that is most affected by rodenticides is Vkorc1, which allows for rodents to build up resistance to
the management method. At the conclusion of their study, they identified two new mutations in New England
rats and one in Norway rats. They also established that 84% of mice carried at least one rodenticide resistance
gene. Approximately 69% held genes that reduce the power of common rodenticides.

Since anticoagulant rodenticides are one of the most widely used methods of control of mice, researchers are
urging pest control programs to implement stronger integrated pest management strategies. These strategies
include tighter sealing of entranceways, upgraded sanitation, reduced access to food sources and the use of
traps.
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Regulatory Updates

Miss Avery Brooks 25, Former AES Student Coordinator

On June 13, 2026, Texas A&M Agrilife Extension launched a free online course titled “New World Screw-
worm Preparedness and Response Education Course” to help expand the number of certified New World
Screwworm (NWS) inspectors across the state of Texas. This course was developed by Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension in cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service (USDA-APHIS), the Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC), and the Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department (TPWD).

The course is designed to provide livestock owners, managers, veterinarians, government personnel, and allied
industry professionals with a comprehensive overview of New World Screwworm detection, inspection, treat-
ment, movement permitting, and enforcement. Participants who complete this course, a final exam score of
94% or higher, and meet eligibility requirements set by TAHC may apply to become a TAHC NWS Certified
Inspector. Eligibility requirements can be found here.

If you are interested in completing this course, it can be found here.


https://www.pctonline.com/news/research-finds-widespread-rodenticide-resistance-in-house-mice-in-northeastern-united-states/
https://www.pctonline.com/news/research-finds-widespread-rodenticide-resistance-in-house-mice-in-northeastern-united-states/
https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/2026/06/13/gov-abbott-launches-free-new-world-screwworm-inspector-training/
https://www.tahc.texas.gov/vets/authorized/#nws
https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/s/product/new-world-screwworm-preparedness-and-response-education/01tQn00000H7J5lIAF

Announcements

Send announcements to jacob.wightman@ag.tamu.edu

Are you staying up to date?

The Texas Department of Health and Human Services publish a
weekly report on the activity of arboviruses in Texas. You can access
these reports by visiting their website here.

- Help! Which license do I need
e to control mosquitoes?

EXTENSION -

- ' DECEMBER 9-10, 2026 ;‘ The Texas Department of Agriculture has published a
document that helps applicators figure out which license
they need to control mosquitoes depending on different
circumstances. View it here.

B South Flains Landscape
. & Applicator Conference

< MORE INFORMATION COMING SOON
e T

KRISTIE KEYS (CASTRO/HALE/LAMB COUNTY)
(325) 665-8790
MARK CARROLL (FLOYD COUNTY)

RS TR A2 You can also call the Agricultural & Environmental
Safety Unit with questions at (979)845-3849.

Structural Applicators: Recert...

It’s June, so that means structural certified applicators have six
months left to satisfy their CEU requirements and technicians have
six months left to satisfy their verifiable training requirements.

The deadline for 2026 recertification activities is December 31st,
2026.
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