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Upcoming  Programs 

Structural Technician/Noncommercial Training Course 

• August 19th (Beaumont) 

• September 16th (Virtual) 

8-hour Pest Control Category Classroom Training 

• August 26th (Beaumont) 

• September 25th (Bryan) 

Landscape Maintenance (3A) Category Course 

• August 26th (Fort Worth) 

• September 9th (Humble) 

Staying Weather Wise 

Mr. Jacob Wightman, AES Extension Program Specialist, Editor 

In a year that has remained rather unremarkable, it is still important to be aware of what kinds of weather-

related events can affect pesticide application and efficacy. I think of it as two distinct interactions: weather’s 

influence on the applicator and the application. For one, applicators are expected to be able to read and inter-

pret labels that guide users on appropriate weather conditions during use. On another level, applicators need 

to prepare themselves to make applications in the correct way that weather does not render them unable to do 

so. Heat stress and heat stroke are two of the main weather-related, applicator-centric concerns that are reck-

oned with in Texas each summer. Read the difference between the two here, and always remember to wear 

appropriate clothing and drink enough fluids during the parts of the day spent outside working.  

Weather-related interactions with pesticide applications themselves that should be taken seriously are precipi-

tation events and high winds. Pesticide labels will usually (not always) have something called a rainfastness 

statement under their directions for use. It may range from the prohibition of use during or when rainfall 

events are expected to expressing caution that efficacy may be decreased due to rainfall. Use good judgement 

when planning a pesticide application if a precipitation event is expected to occur in the near future. Since 

most pesticide labels do not have specific guidance on use during high winds, it is also important to use good 

judgement when planning those applications. Questions that should be asked are, “if my application goes off-

target, where will it end up and what will it do there? Is this going to cause problems? Does the current wind 

speed make this likely?” You should also be aware if there are prohibitions from the state regarding the appli-

cation of pesticides when winds exceed 10 miles per hour.  

https://www-aes.tamu.edu/the-pesticide-periodical/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/general-standards-training-description/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/pest-control-category-training/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/ornamental-and-turf-category-training-description/
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/heat-stress/about/illnesses.html
https://sprayers101.com/rainfastness-pesticide/
https://core.psep.cce.cornell.edu/Tutorials/core-tutorial/module20/index.aspx
https://texasagriculture.gov/Regulatory-Programs/Pesticides/Regulated-Herbicides


Tick Talk: Pest Profile– Lonestar Tick 

Miss Ava Fenton, AES Student Worker 

Amblyomma americanum, commonly known as the lone star tick, is a reddish-brown variation of tick that is 

commonly identified by a singular spot on the center of its back. This spot varies from white or cream to gold 

in color for females and is typically brown for males. The female can reach 16 mm when fully fed and the 

males stay 2-5 mm regardless of how fed they are.  

This species of tick is common in the southeastern region of the United States ranging all the way up the east 

cost into Maine. As the tick grows in size, so do their hosts. Larvae feed on small mammals and birds and oc-

casionally deer and cattle. Fully grown organisms feed off horses, wild hogs, cattle, dogs, and humans.  

The lone star tick is responsible for carrying many disease pathogens. They are a leading carrier of Ehrlicha 

chaffeensis and Ehrlichia ewingii in the states which can lead 

to ehrlichiosis in humans. This species of tick also passes on 

Southern Tick Associated Rash Infection (STARI) which 

causes many symptoms like those of Lyme Disease. The 

Lonestar tick is also the primary vector for alpha-gal syn-

drome which has the potential to cause allergic reactions to 

red meat in humans.  

As we are in the middle of tick season for Texas, it is im-

portant to stay vigilant and up to date with treatments and 

cultural methods that prevent ticks from causing significant 

problems. Ticks are so small that they regularly go unnoticed 

until they have already claimed a host. To learn more about 

prevention and removal of ticks, please visit here. 

https://www.cdc.gov/alpha-gal-syndrome/about/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/alpha-gal-syndrome/about/index.html
https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/2025/06/19/tick-talk-how-to-spot-avoid-and-remove-ticks-in-texas/


Announcements 
Send announcements to jacob.wightman@ag.tamu.edu 
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Help! Which license do I need 

to control mosquitoes? 

The Texas Department of Agriculture has published a 

document that helps applicators figure out which license 

they need to control mosquitoes depending on different 

circumstances. View it here.  

 

You can also call the Agricultural & Environmental 

Safety Unit with questions at (979)845-3849 

Are you staying up to date? 

The Texas Department of Health and Human Services publish a 

weekly report on the activity of arboviruses in Texas. You can access 

these reports by visiting their website here. 

School IPM Coordinator Training Opportunity 

Ms. Janet Hurley, Senior Extension Program Specialist, Dallas Center 

AgriLife Extension will be holding a 6-hour school IPM coordinator training on August 18, 2026 from 7:00 

AM to 4:00 PM. Cost of the registration is $80. You can register one or more here. 

“All we have to decide is what to do with the 

time that is given to us.” - Gandalf the Grey 
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https://texasagriculture.gov/Portals/0/Files/ACP/Mosquito_Control_in_Texas.pdf?ver=oDpSxJ9Cd_gHlkuUxf1Onw%3d%3d
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/mosquito-borne-diseases/dshs-arbovirus-weekly-activity-reports
https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/ereg/newreg.php?eventid=888407&language=eng

